Managing the IP Portfolio
More Strategically
These technologies will allow us to
engage more frequently now and in the
future to be resources for each other.
Through communication with, and
exploitation of your outside counsel
resources, IP counsel will be able to
enhance their ability to know and
manage their entire portfolio in real
time.
What are even some of the best IP
counsel struggling with today? How
can they overcome these challenges?
McClellan: Most IP counsel are
struggling with the demands of the job.
They are all expected to know the law,
be able to grasp and understand
complex technology, and move at the
speed of e-mail to deliver all things to
all people. They have to open lines of
communication to the requirements of
each of their roles, and understand the
time and effort needed to accomplish
the assigned tasks.
Interview with: Todd Patterson,
Partner, and Gero McClellan,
Partner, Patterson + Sheridan, LLP
“IP counsel can enhance their entire
portfolio by better exploiting the
resources and talents of their outside
counsel,” advises Todd Patterson,
Partner, Patterson + Sheridan, LLP.
Patterson + Sheridan, LLP, is a law firm
at the marcus evans IP Law Summit
Fall 2020.
In this post COVID-19 world, how
could corporate IP counsel manage
their IP portfolio more strategically?
Patterson: In a post COVID-19 world,
the opportunity exists to use communication tools to exploit the resources and
talents of your outside counsel. We
have all learned through the pandemic
to effectively use teleconferencing tools
to engage internally and externally.

What trends, developments and
regulations should IP Counsel in the
US prepare for?
Patterson: Merger of technologies is
happening. What once was not in your
technical or commercial space, is rapidly
being consumed in a holistic space of
information technology and related big
data, ML and AI. As we all become
dependent on smart devices and
available information, more products
and services are becoming dependent
upon this information technology and
the backbone of the internet and the
cloud.
Additionally, the relentless demand of
consumers for services and platforms on
which to share and consume data is
competing with expectations of
privacy. IP counsel will increasingly deal
with regulations on the use of data and
the related cost of compliance.

What advice do you have on brand
protection in today's environment?
Patterson: Brand protection has
continued to grow in importance in the
age of social media, hash tags, tweets,
etc., such that marks and their
transmission and delivery through
different channels is paramount.
Selection of word marks, as well as
styled marks, each have their place
depending on the media platform. The
value of the brand can be dependent on
advertising and promotion through
these different platforms.
What is your top advice for capitalizing on their IP portfolio?
McClellan: Enforcement and licensing.
Be creative in licensing to provide value
to your client while maintaining a
c o m p e t it iv e ad v a n tag e i n y o u r
commercial space. Enforce as necessary
to keep people out of your space.
Protection without consequences loses
its value over time.
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About Patterson + Sheridan, LLP
At Patterson + Sheridan, the cornerstone of our business has always been our people. Just like you, we understand that investing
in the future is the only way to achieve long-term success. By striving to find likeminded individuals with a drive to succeed
professionally, we are able to continue our 24-year legacy of delivering clients greater expertise, service and value to help them
achieve their business goals.
To meet our clients’ needs, Patterson + Sheridan has grown our initial patent-focused operations to become what we are today--an
all-encompassing, full-service intellectual property and complex litigation team. With seven offices strategically located around the
United States, we are able to act as local business partners with a national presence for clients ranging from startups to Fortune
100 companies.
Because our group of seasoned experts have technical backgrounds and many have multiple degrees in engineering, physics,
biology, chemistry, computer science and beyond, we have the bandwidth and capability to handle all of your IP matters and
complex business disputes at any stage of your company’s business cycle. Many of our attorneys also have years of in-house
experience themselves and understand intuitively how our clients think. Our firm emphasizes close connections with our clients
with in-person meetings as much as possible, when they can be resumed. Historically we have always been ready to travel to
improve our comprehensive knowledge and understanding of our clients, and to serve them better.
www.pattersonsheridan.com

About marcus evans Summits
marcus evans Summits are high level business forums for the world’s leading decision-makers to meet, learn and discuss
strategies and solutions. Held at exclusive locations around the world, these events provide attendees with a unique opportunity to
individually tailor their schedules of keynote presentations, case studies, roundtables and one-on-one business meetings.
For more information, please visit: www.marcusevans.com
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To view the web version of this interview please click here:
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